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August Recess is Here! Take This Time to Contact Your Member of Congress and U.S. Senator

To:
North American Young Generation in Nuclear Membership

Date:
August 11, 2009

From:
Rachelle Benson, Public Information Chair

It’s that time of year again and your Members of Congress are home for the August recess. They’ll be attending summer barbecues, holding town hall meetings and looking for opportunities to hear from their constituents. 

To continue NA-YGN’s Congressional Outreach initiative, we encourage all of our members to reach out to their Congressional leaders to speak to them about the benefits of nuclear energy. This is your opportunity to ask your congressmen and senators to support pro-nuclear legislation. In addition, with permission from your company, you should ask them to tour your facility so that they can get a first-hand look at nuclear energy.

Please remember to use the NA-YGN Congressional Communication Plan (http://www.na-ygn.org/publicinfo/leftdocs/Congressional%20Communication%20Plan.pdf) for tips and guidelines to ensure successful meetings.

We would love to hear about your success and put them in the GoNuke!. Send pi@na-ygn.org an email with a picture of your group once you have completed your congressional outreach.

Here are quick tips and steps to get started:

Who are my Congress people?

To find your Representative go to: www.house.gov and enter your zip code. It will link you to his/her website where you can find the contact information for his/her district office. To find your Senator go to: www.senate.gov and do the same thing.

Who Do I Call?

Call the district office. Usually an intern or secretary will answer. Say your name and tell them that you are with North American Young Generation in Nuclear. Tell them your town and ask to set up a meeting with either your representative or the staff person in charge of energy legislation. They might ask what you want to discuss specifically.  


Should I meet with my Congressperson or a Staffer?
Try to meet with your Congressperson if possible. Your member of Congress is the final decision maker. It is important to realize that your meeting will probably be brief. If you are not able to secure a meeting with your Member, set a meeting with the relevant staff person. Often the staffer will know more about energy issues and will have more time to listen. The staffer will then brief his/her boss on your issue. Often you can establish a relationship with this staff person, which can create powerful advocacy. 

What do I do when I get there? 
Be on time, but don’t expect them to be. It is not uncommon for a Congressperson to be late, or to have a meeting interrupted because of his/her very busy schedule. Make sure you are courteous and flexible. Leave the meeting by asking the Congressperson to support pro-nuclear legislation or invite the him or her to tour your facility.

How Should I Prepare?
Learn About Your Congressperson. You should know a little about their political record and what issues they are passionate about, which you can find on their websites.

Have the Latest Data on Nuclear Energy. You can use the NA-YGN Straight Talk Fact Sheet for talking points (http://www.na-ygn.org/publicinfo/leftdocs/Straight%20Talk%20on%20Nuclear.pdf). Also, visit the NEI and CASEnergy websites for state specific data.

What do I do after the meeting?

If you promised to get your Congressperson additional information, please make sure you follow-up within a couple days. To continue a relationship with your Congressperson, follow-up with him or her every few months by providing them with new data about nuclear energy.

Document the meeting and share it with your company government affairs personnel and with the NA-YGN PI Chair. Please send all meeting feedback to pi@na-ygn.com.

Thank you for your support, and good luck with your meetings!
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